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HEEBREWS XI. r7. 


By Faith Abraham when He Tas 
2 4 offer. d up Iſaac. 


HR Deſign of the Author in 
SY this Chapter was to ſet forth 
P to the Hebrews the Excellen- 
cy of Faith, and for this End 
He exhibits to them the Ex- 
amples of the Patriarchs and 
SDJSRezS Prophets, ſhews that twas 
this, which gain d them Favour in the Sight of 
| God, and was the Principle of thoſe Heroick 
Deeds recorded in their Hiſtories both ſacred 
and prophane: By collecting the moſt remark- 
able Inſtances, and ſumming up the chief Evi- 
dences of Antiquity, he endeavours to excite a 
laudable Emulation in the Jewiſh Proſelytes, and 

quicken them to as lively a Faith in Feſus Chriſt: 
Now as the Chriſtian Religion requires only a 
well grounded and rational Belief, the Apoſtle 
to be conſiſtent with himſelf, muſt ſuppole the 
Faith of theſe Perſons whoſe Example he pro- 
pounds to the Chriftians, to be built upon the 

ſame Rational Foundation. 

The Faith of Abraham in Offering up his Son 
haying been objected to, for its Difficulty to be 
a A 2 re- 
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"ES. 
reconciled with Reaſon, and by ſome charged 
as inconſiftent with it; it ſhall be the Subject of 
my preſent Diſcourſe to vindicate the Force of 

the Author's Argument in this particular, by 

endeavouring to prove the Reaſonableneſs of 
the Patriarchs Obedience to the Divine Com- 
mand; in order to this I ſhall ſhew, 


I. That God hath Power, and may have Rea- 


ſon to take away the Life of any of His Crea- 
ures, | 


taking away the Life of the Son. 


III. That as far as we can judge from the In- 
ſpir d Hiſtory, Abraham had all reaſonable Aſſu- 


rance that the Command to offer up his Son was 


Divine. 


1. That God hath Power, and may have 
Reaſon to take away the Life of any of His 
Creatures. | 

The Power of the Deity over the Liyes of 
His Creatures is ſo manifeſt, that it hardly needs 


a Proof: As He is the Author and Governour Þ} 


of the Univerſe, this is his Divine Prerogative; 
in Hu Hand muſt be the Soul of every living thing, 
and the Breath of all Mankind, Job, 12. 10. Far- 
ther fince Man from the Condition of his Crea- 
tion is ſubject not only to God's General Laws, 
but likewiſe to His Particular Diſpenſations; 


ſince All are made liable to periſh by Accidents, 
| Diſeaſes, 


11. That God hath Power, and may have 
Reaſon to make the Father His Inſtrument in 
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Diſeaſes, and Time; tis plain the Deity had 


| Motives to incline Him to exert this Power: 
and if His General Providence may be anſwer d 


in the Death of His Creatures, may not ſome 
Ends of His Particular Providence be perſu d 
by the ſame Means: The Vindication of His Au- 
thority, the curbing the Exorbitancy of Sin, the 
General Welfare of Mankind, or the Particu- 
lar Good of him, whoſe State is changed, may 


_ reaſonably be ſuppoſed juſt Motives to take 


away Life: And we have the Teſtimony of Ex- 
perience to confirm it; for Men generally Ac- 
knowledge that God hath frequently made the 
Ordinary Courſe of His Providence ſubmit to 


His Extraordinary Interpoſitions, that He hath 


ſent the Miniſters of His Terrors to teach the 
Inhabitants of the Earth Rigbteouſneſs, and to wit- 
neſs that the Lives of His Creatures are at His 


Will and Diſpoſal: And fince our Reſignation 


to his Will is the Condition of our Creation, 
His requiring the Life He gave can be no In- 
fringment of our natural Privileges. This can 
be doing us no Injury, neither can we claim any 
Recompence for the Loſs thereof. But as I ſhall 
be oblig d to enlarge upon this under my next 
Head, I proceed to ſhew that God hath Power, 
and may have Reaſon to make the Father His 
Inſtrument in taking away the Life of the Son. 

The Laws of Nature when rightly underſtood 


muſt be allow d immutable and eternal; for the 
ſame Circumſtances cannot but form the ſame 


Relations. But then we are to underſtand that 


theſe Relations depend only upon their Circum- 


ſtances, 
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ſtances, and that when they ceaſe, the Relation 
it ſelf, or the actual Obligation, that riſes from 
them, ceaſes with them; and this is not from 
any Defe& in the Law it ſelf, but from the 
mere abſenſe of its proper Circumſtances, wherein 
alone it becomes obligatory: and becauſe theſe 
Circumſtances do not always exiſt, the real Exiſt- 
ance of a Law is mutable, though its Eſſence is 
invariable. Again—the Identity of Circum- 
ſtances depends not on the Identity of Perſons; 
for different Laws may ſucceſſively oblige the 
ſame Perſon, and in a Relative Senſe they may 
be ſtiled new Laws, though abſolutely, or in 
their own Nature, no Time or Age can be aſcrib d 
to them: for Inſtance, ſnould two Perſons ſtand 
at firſt in no other Relation to each other but 


that of Fellow Creatures, or Contemperary 


Members of the General Community of Man- 
kind: ſhould theſe enter into the ſame Religious 
or Civil Society; a new Relation is ſuperadded 
to the old; and if One be promoted to any Di- 


gnity, or Office in that Society, and the Other 


placed in a ſubordinate e to him, again 
there commences a new Re 


Perſons ſnould change Places, and the Superior 
become Inferior, then the prior Obligation cea- 


ſes to the ſame Perſon, the Duties of Obedience 


and Condeſcenſion ſhift their Subjects, and al- 


ternately oblige each Perſon: thus tis evident 


that though the Laws of Nature are in them- 
ſelves immutable, their external Exiſtence in 
their Circumſtances is variable; and that various 

| Laws 


ation; and ſuppo- 
ſing from the Inſtability of human Affairs, theſe _} 


LY | 


Laws may oblige the ſame Perſon, and the 
ſame Laws without reſpe&t of Perſons may 
change their Subjects. 

The Relation of a Parent to his Child, con- 
ſider d only as ſuch, indiſputably obliges him to 
provide for, and promote his Welfare; but yet 
there may ariſe Circumſtances, wherein this 
Obligation ceaſes, or is ſuperſeded by another: 
{ſhould the Son riſe againſt his Father, and make 
any Attempts upon his Life, in this Caſe, Pater- 
nal Affection gives Place to Self-Preſervation; 
and this Law will juſtify the Deſtruction of Lite 


even by him, whoſe Duty it was before to pre- 


ſerve it: or ſhould this Son endanger the Life 
of his Brother, the Father may there, if Occa- 


ſion be, repel Force by Force even unto Death. 


As the Ties of Humanity, Love, or Charity are 
ſuſpended, when they interfere with Self-Pre- 
ſervation, becauſe their Circumſtances, which 


before made Protection a Duty, are now want- 


ing, and others are riſen which give new Rules 
of Action; ſo likewiſe the Duty to the Son va- 
niſneth, when tis made incompatible with the 
Father's Security: hence the Relation of a Fa- 


ther to his Son varies according to the Circum- 


ſtances they are in, with Reſpect to each other; 
and though moſt may oblige him to take Care 
of, and cheriſh his Life, ſome may oblige him 
to deſtroy it; therefore Paternity it ſelf doth 
not always, and abſolutely prohibit this. Whe- 
ther there may be Circumſtances which may ren- 
der it conſiſtent with Infinite Power, and Good- 


neſs to give this Command, or whether the Fa- 
- ther 


= - 0 
a6 IC #1 2 - 
— —_— 7k  } > - 1 = = 


A 


[8 ] 
ther, under ſuch a Circumſtance, may take away 
the Life of the Son comes next to be conſider d. 

Reaſon, and the Practice of all Nations concur 
to aſſure us, that the Supreme Magiſtrate in eye- 
ry Civil Society hath Power over the Lives of 
thoſe who ſenſibly diſturb the Common-weal: 
If a Son Rebel againſt the Government, and fall 
by the Hands of his Father in the Field, ſurely 
it cannot be ſaid that the Father is guilty of the 
Sons Blood: ſince the Judicial and Military Po- 
wer ſpring from the ſame Fountain; ſhould the 
Son be condemn'd for any Capital Crime, the 
Chief Magiſtrate muſt have Power to commiſ- 
fion the Father to execute his Sentence upon 


the Son. Let it be obſervd that I am at pre- 
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ſent only pleading for the Power of the Ma- 
giſtrate over the Father; and that He hath this 
Power is evident, becauſe, when the Safety of 
the Whole is concern d, tis reaſonable to infer, 
that He, to Whom the Power of Self- Preſerva- 
tion in every Member is in part delegated, hath 
Authority to command this for the Defence of 
the Whole, when each Member out of that So- 
ciety could have executed the ſame in the De- 
fence of himſelf: and tis abſur'd to imagine 
that the Parent cannot be appointed to do that 
for the Preſervation of the Society, and of him- 
ſelf in that Society, what he might juſtly and 
fairly do, for the Security of himſelf alone: 
Since Nature hath authoriz d every One to act 
for his own Welfare, and protect himſelf from 
Injuries by whomſoever offer d; and ſince the 
Power of every Community is but a large Col- 

lection 
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Welfare and Security. 


lection of the ſame Powers, tis natural to con- 
clude, that whateyer any Perſon could do in his 


original ſtate, may be enjoin'd him when incor- 


porated intoSociety: and Ithink it is evident, that 
every Community hath Power to oblige any 
Member to promote, as much as in him lies, its 

Now as God is Supreme Governour of the 
Univerſe, the Fountain of Power and Domi- 
nion, and to Whom all Thrones and Principa- 


lities bow; as His Providence is no leſs infinite 


than his Power, and in His Royal Care He ſu- 
perintendeth the General Good; He mayEſtabliſh 


whatever Decrees, He ſhall judge proper for 


this End; and as we are born His Subjects, are 
daily ſupported by His Goodneſs, and intimate- 
ly feel the benign Influences of his Glorious Ad- 
miniſtration ; the Tribute of our Fealty muſt 
conſiſt in a chearful Obedience to His Laws: 
ſhould then the Lives of any of His ſervants in- 
terfere with the Publick Good; or ſhould the 
Tranſlation of any Subject from one Part of His 
Dominions to another tend to promote the 
Good, or Order of this Great Common Weal; 
He muſt have full Power to commiſhon whom 
He pleaſes to execute this His Will. As the In- 
tereſt of every Particular is included in the Ge- 
neral Good, common ſenſe aſſures us, that He 
who lodged in us the Power of acting for our 
own Preſervation, whether Singly, or in Con- 
cert, can alſo continue the ſame Power, when 
His Infinite Wiſdom ſhall direct it: neither can 
we doubt whether God regardeth this General 

" Good 
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Good in His particular Revelations: for what 
can we conceive more noble, or more worthy of 
an Infinitely Juſt, and All- powerful Being, than 
to ſuppoſe Him exerciſing His Authority, com- 
municating His Will, and ſuiting His Laws to 
the Univerſal Good? As He hath link d our In- 
tereſts together, and ordain d each private Wel- 
fare to Sympathize with the Publick Good; 
what's more conſiſtent with His Attributes, than 
to ſuppoſe Him ſtill acting in the ſame uniform 
Manner, and making His particular Diſpenſa- 
tions ſubſer vient to his General Providence? 

Thus far have I preſum'd from its Reſem- 

blance with Human, to delineate the Divine Au- 
thority: but ſince the Power of Man is but an 
obſcure Image, and a faint Repreſentation of 
This moſt Perfect and Divine Original; it may 
ſerve better to illuſtrate Both, if we point out 
their Difference. 
Human Magiſtrates muſt frequently Judge 
from Probabilities, and Act upon violent Suſpi- 
cions, or circumſtantial Proofs : and tis acknow- 
ledged that their Subjects may receive, and exe- 
cute the Reſult of ſuch Judgments. 

But all Things are naked, and open to Him, 
Who ruleth over all; He perfectly comprehends 
all the proper Meaſures, that relate to the Gene- 
ral OEconomy ; His Judgments are founded up- 
on Infinite Wiſdom, and conſequently His Au- 
thority muſt be commenſurate to His Knowledge. 

As Words and Actions alone fall under Hu- 
man Cognizance; that Authority can be exten- 
ded no farther. | 3 

but 


11 
But the All ſeeing Eye of God can pierce in- 
to the inmoſt Receſſes of the Mind; there- 
fore every Thought and Imagination of the 
Heart muſt be cognizable by His Laws. 

Moreover all Human Power is derivd from 
God; Man hath nought, but what he borrows 
from his Maker ; He circumſcribed his Being, 
and meaſured out to him his Portion of ſelf De- 
fence; under His Banners he acteth, and is ac- 
countable to Him, ſhould he exceed His Com- 
miſſion : The greateſt Monarchs and Potentates 
are ſubje& to His high Juriſdiction, bound to 
adore the awful Majeſty of Heaven, and pay 
their Homage to the King of Kings: what Au- 
thority ſoever then is lodged in His Seryants, 
muſt be more fully, and ſubſtantially in Him, 
Who is the true and only Squrce of Power. 

But the moſt material Difference to my pre- 
ſent Purpoſe is, that Human Magiſtrates can 
never judge, whether the Lives of any Subjects 
are, or will be prejudicial to their Community, 
ſave only from paſt, or preſent Miſdemeanours ; 
and as their Power is limited to this World, no 
Emolument will accrue to the Publick, from 
the Death of an innocent Perſon ; neither can 
they make any Reparation to the Sufferer. 
Death therefore in this View ſignifies a perpe- 
tual Excluſion, or Extirpation from their So- 
ciety; and muſt be conſider d in a penal Senſe, 
as a Deprivation of all the Advantages of Life, 
and as the capital Puniſhment of a Male- 
factor. 

But the Almighty Sovereign of Heaven and 

B 2 Earth 
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Earth may for many other Reaſons judge it ex- 
pedient to take away Life. 


As He at one View takes in the paſt, preſent, 


and the future; He can deſcry the Seeds of Ini- 


quity, ere Time ſhall have conceiy'd,and brought 
them forth. _ 

As He can amply recompence the Loſs of this 
World's Goods; the Manifeſtation of His Glory, 
or the Illuſtration of our Obedience may be juſt 
Motives to take away Life. 

As His Power is over both Worlds; He, in His 
Univerſal Providence, may judge it neceſſary to 
call His Subjects from different Parts of His Em- 


pire, and transfer them from one Province to 


another; and in his General Superintendency 
may promote his Welfare, whom He tranſlates. 

Or by taking His Servant up into Heaven, as 
St. Paul was, He may there Sanctifie him for His 
Choſen Veſſel; and ordain him His Miniſter, to 
return to this World, and deliver His Will to 
Mankind, 

Death therefore, as an At of Temporal Go- 
vernours, is the greateſt and laſt Puniſhment ; 
but as the Act of the Deity, muſt be conſider d 
only as a Paſſage from one Part of His Domi- 
nions to another: and we muſt look upon him, 
who 1s thus tranſlated, ſtill as a Member of 
GOD's Family, under His Care and Protection; 
that He has taken him from among Men, either 
for his Correction, or Advancement, or for the 
more immediate Furtherance of ſome Publick 
Good. | 

Since then God in His Adminiſtration of the 

Uni- 


1. 
Univerſe, may ſee it neceſſary to take away Life, 
for many other Reaſons , beſides actual Tranſ- 


greſſions; and as it was before ſhown, that the 


Authority of a Temporal Magiſtrate, where the 
general Welfare is concern d, extends it ſelf to 
the Parent: it will follow, à fortiori, that it is 
conſiſtent with the Power of the Deity to com- 
miſſion whomſoe ver He pleaſes in the like Cale. 

No as the Almighty, for ought Abraham 
could judge, might foreſee that Iſaac, from a 
wrong Turn of Education, or a voluntary De- 
pravity, if not corrected by this Means, would 
fruſtrate the Purpoſe of His Providence; or 
might ſee it neceſſary to manifeſt his own Power; 


or ſet J/aacs Submiſſion for an Example to future 
Generations; or might have Occaſion for him 


in the other World, there to fulfil His Will, or 
to return to this, to aſſure Men of a Reſurrection, 
and open to them a Scene beyond the Grave: 
as the Death of 1ſaac would have been ſubſer- 
vient to theſe Ends, God could depute any of 
His Servants to proſecute the Means for the At- 
tainment of theſe Ends. The Authority of a 
human Magiſtrate, in delegating one Member 
to take away the Life of another for capital 
Crimes, 1s derived from the Relation and Con- 
cernment thoſe Crimes bear to the Common 
Weal: now as in many other Inſtances unknown 
to human Magiſtrates, ſome publick Good may 
be equally affected; the plain and neceſſary Con- 


| ſequence is, that God hath at leaſt the ſame 


Power to Commiſſion any Man to take away 
the Life of that Perſon, which thus concerns it: 
hence 


L T4 ] 
hence I infer the Poſſibility of this Command 
from the Deity. It matters not whether any one 
of theſe were the real Caſe of Iſaac; tis ſufficient 
to my preſent Purpoſe, that 'twas poſſible it 


might be; for then Abraham might be ſatisfied 


that this Command was conſiſtent with the Di- 
vine Power. Exceedingly cautious therefore we 
ought to be, how we preſume to limit Divine 
Authority, from reaſoning upon our own, and 
to preſcribe Bounds to the Almighty, and ſay, 
hitherto may He go, and no farther. 
This great Difficulty being obviated, and this 
Stumbling Block remoy'd; it remains to ſhow, 
that ſince the Power of the Deity in this Caſe 
15 over every Creature in general, there might 


be Peculiar Motives for His Orders to Abraham 


in particular. 

As the Relation of Father to Son is no 
Abridgment of the Divine Power over the Fa- 
ther; there appears no Abſurdity in ſuppoſing 
there might be Reaſons, why God ſhould lay 
His Commands upon the Father; if fo, there 
1s no general Proof againſt all; and it is next to 
an Impoſſibility for Man to comprehend, and 
refute every particular one, that may be ad- 
vancd for it; which he undertakes, who pro- 
nounces it morally unfit: it ſeems therefore 
more rational to acquieſce in the Poſſibility of 
there being ſome Reaſon for it, than to deny 
what is morally impoſſible for us to prove. 

Tis not ſufficient to proceed upon a Suppo- 
ſition of there being no Reaſons for this Com- 
mand, or to urge a ſeeming Imprabability 

againſt 
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againſt it; nothing leſs than an Abſolute and 


Perfect Knowledge of its Impoſſibility can be 
any Warrant to reject it: for without this Know- 
ledge, there may be Reaſons with GOD of which 
we may be wholly unacquainted: here Reſiſtance 
in Fact denies that to be known by the Deity, 
which 1s unknown to Man ; whilſt Sabmiſſion is 


a juſt Acknowledgement of the Difference be- 


tween finite Underſtandings and infinite Wiſ- 
dom: for to judge of a Revelation from the 
ſubje& Matter of it, and to prove from thence 
that 1t cannot come from God, tis neceſſary to 
ſhew, that tis either abſurd in its own Nature, 
or inconſiſtent with the Divine Attributes: but 
if this cannot be fully and clearly made our, 
there is left a Poſſibility of its being Divine, and 
therefore it is not to be rejected on this Account: 
for what may be, is for ought we know at pre- 
ſent come to paſs; and the external Evidences 
for the Divinity of a Revelation may over - bal- 
lance a bare Improbability againſt it. Hence in 
the Caſe before us, as there is no Abſurdity 
in ſuppoſing that there may be Reaſons, why 


God ſhould command the Father to ſacrifice his 


Son; there is a Poſſibility for His commanding 
him; and conſequently it cannot be condemn d, 
or pronounc d morally unfit from the ſubject 
Matter of it. 

Nay as the Command to take away the Life 
of 1ſaac might be for his Good; tis difficult, if 
not impoſſible to conceive, how it can be pro- 
ved that there could be no Reaſon for ſending 
this Command to Abraham, 5 

Ut 
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But for a farther Confirmation of this Point 


I urge, That the Almighty might ſee, either that 
Mankind did, or would diſpute this Part of his 
Divine Prerogative; and therefore might judge 
it neceſſary to vindicate his Authority over the 
Father, Or it might be expedient to exemplify 


the Father's Obedience, or Sons Submiſſion, for 


their Improvement, or that of Poſterity. Theſe 
I conceive, for ought any One can prove to the 
contrary, may be ſufficient Reaſons to determine 
the Deity in this Caſe. From all which J con- 
clude that God hath Power, and may have Rea- 
ſon to make the Father his Inſtrument to take 
away the Life of the Son. 

Should it be asked why did not God ſubmit 
His Reaſons to Abraham, why He required this 
at his Hands, to fatisfie him in ſo doubtful a 
Caſe, that it was His Command? I anſwer, that 
there was no Occaſion for it; becauſe he had a 
ſatisfactory Proof of its Divinity from the Na- 
ture and Circumſtances of the Revelation, as I 
ſhall ſhew under my next Head; and then every 
other Confirmation would have been ſuper- 
fluous, and alſo proved a Diminution of his 
Faith and Obedience. 

Beſides, had this been done, God 8 Parpoſe 
had been fruſtrated : tis evident from Scripture 
that one chief End in this Command was to ſet 
before Mankind an Example of the Patriarchs 
Faith: had God informd him, that He would 
prevent him from Offering up his Son, tis plain 
He had alſo prevented His own Purpoſe: or had 
He reſeryed this from him, and revealed 1 * 
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his Deſign of delivering down his Faith to fu- 


ture Generations; yet then His Virtue would 
have appear d ſtained to us; when the Deſire of 
Glory, and Oſtentation might, for what we 
could judge, have adulterated his Principles of 
Obedience: thus it would have proved to us an 
Abatement of the Merit of his Faith, and con- 
ſequently there had been in ſome Meaſure a 
Failing in the Main, and Principal End. 
It may not be here improper to remark, that 
there are many Things, which when practiced 
merely from the Impulſe of our own Will, are 
morally eyil; but when attended with the Cir- 
cumſtance of a Divine Command, are morally 
ood: if this wanted Illuſtration, I might in- 
ance in Samuels anointing David King over 


Tjrael ; had his Will been his ſole Director, this 
Action would have been deem'd illegal; but 
when twas wrought in Obedience to a Divine 


Command, it was evidently juſt, and proper. 
Had St. Peter of himſelf attempted to walk up- 
on the Sea, it might have been judg d a deſpe- 
rate, and raſh Enterprize ; but when twas com- 
manded by his Lord and Saviour, it then be- 
came not only Lawful, but his Duty. When 


therefore any Command is delivered by an in- 
viſible Hand; ſhould that Command be in its 


Nature abſurd, or directly contrary to the plain 
Evidence of Senſe and Reaſon; we may indeed 
from thence judge, that it cannot come from 
God: but when the ſubject Matter is in the Po- 
wer of the Deity, but without His Order would 


be unlawful; ſince tis above the Reach of Hu- 
C man 
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man Comprehenſion to judge of the Times te 
when, or the Perſon, to whom, it will be pro- + 
per for God to ſend His Commands; the moſt e 
natural, and perhaps the only Means of judging | 4 
from whom theſe come, are from the Evidences of 
of the Revelation: and we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, that God always gives ſuch Signs of Him- © 
ſelf, that either from a Compariſon of this with | A 
preceding Revelations; or by general eſtabliſhd | 4 
Criterions; or by ſome other ſpecial Circum- C 
ſtances; it is placed in our Power to diſtinguiſh, 
whether ſuch Commands are from Him, or not. | o 
When Abraham receiv d from Above an Expreſs | 5 
to ſacrifice his Son; ſo ſoon as he had convincd ] tl 
_ himſelf in general of the Poflibility of this Com- a! 
mand from the Deity ; as he muſt be ſenſible it I 
was beyond his Power to find out what Particu- t 
lar Reaſons there might be within the ſecret | « 
Counſels of the Almighty, or why they were a 
reſerv d from him; the only Means to gain far- 
ther Satisfaction in this Matter, was to apply 
himſelf to the external Evidences of this Reve- 
lation; and if theſe concur d to teſtiſie its Divini- 
ty, he had then a ſufficient Proof from whom it 
came, and of his Duty of Submiſſion to it. 

And this brings me in the third Place, to ſhew 
that, as far as we can judge from the Inſpir' d 
Hiſtory, Abraham had all reaſonable Aſſu- }- 
rance that the Command to offer up his Son was | 
Divine. 

God had aforetime frequently Reveal d Him- 
ſelf to him. The firſt Inſtance, that is men- 
tion d in Holy-Writ, is, that the Lord had ſpoxe 

- | to 
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to him in Urr of Chaldea, to go forth from bu 
Kindred, and from bu Father's Houſe, unto a Land, 
that He would ſbem him; and that He would make 
a great Nation of him, and that in him all Families 
of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. Gen. XII. 1, 2, 3. 

When Avraham had paſſed through the Land 
of Canaan, and came to Sichem in the Plain of 
Moreh ; the Lord appear d unto him a ſecond Time, 
and faid, unto thy Seed will I give thu Land. 
Gen. XII. 7, 
After Abraham and Lot had parted from each 


other, and Lot had choſen the fertile Plain of 


Jordan, whilſt Abraham remain d in the midſt of 
the Land of Cazaan; God enlarg d His Promiſe, 
and ſaid; All the Land that thou ſeeſt, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy Seed for ever; and I will make 
thy Seed, as the Duff of the Earth, that if a Man 
can number the Duſt of the Earth, then ſhall thy Seed 
alſo be numbred. Gen. XIII. 15, 16. | 
Again the Word of the Lord came to Abraham 
to certify him, that his Servant ſhould not be his 
Heir, but he, that ſhould come forth out of hy own 
Bowels, ſhould be hu Heir; and his Seed ſhould be 


as the Stars of Heaven, At this Time a Sign was 


given him that he ſhould inherit the Land of 


Canaan, Gen. XV. 


When Abraham was ninety and nine Years of 
e; the Lord appear d unto him, and inſtitu- 
ted the Covenant of Circumciſion, to be ob ſerv d by 
him, and hu Generations after him: He told him 
alſo, that His Covenant ſhould be eſtabliſh d with 
Iſaac, whom Sarah ſhould bear unto him, at the ſet 


Time in the next Year. Gen, XVII. 
r When 
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20 1 
When Abraham. was in the Plains of Mamre, 
he entertain d three Angels, who came to 
ſtrengthen his Faith, and prevent all Diffidence 
in him, or his Wife; they aſſured them, that no- 
thing was too liard for the Lord, but at the Time 


appointed, He would return unto them according to 


the Time of Life, and Sarah ſhould have a Son. In 
the cloſe of this Day, was Gods Conference 
with Abraham, and Abraham's Interceſſion for 
the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, Gen. XVIII. 
After this, when Sarah had conceiv'd, and 
bore a Son to him in his old Age, at the ſet 
Time, which God had {ſpoken unto him; ſhe 
importun d him to caſt out Hagar, and her Son 
Iſhmael, and not to ſuffer him to be Coheir with 
Iſaac: Abraham being much troubled within 
himſelf, and in great Suſpence what Courſe to 


take, The Lord ſaid unto him, let it not be grievous 


in thy Sight becauſe of the Lad, and becauſe of thy 
Bond-woman ; in all that Sarah hath ſaid unto thee, 


hearken unto her Voice; for in 1ſaac ſhall thy Seed 


be called. Gen, XXI. 12. | \ 
Theſe ſeven Times 'tis recorded that God re- 
veal d Himſelf to Abraham, before He command- 
ed him to ſacrifice his Son: 'tis not told us in 
what particular Manner God did reyeal Him- 
ſelf to him; but however that was, from his 
frequent Experience of Divine Revelations, tis 
reaſonable to conclude, that he was acquainted 
with their Characteriſticks; and therefore muſt 
be capable of diſtinguiſhing an Authentick Miſ- 


ſion. But we have a much ſtronger Proof than 


this: The Completion of ſeyeral Things there 
| | pre- 


% 
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predicted was a Demonſtration, that they came 
from Gd. 

When Abraham left his native Country, and 
his Father's Houſe, Providence made ample Pro- 
viſion for him, and enrich'd him with all the 
Bleſſings of Life; He in part poſſeſs d the Land 
of Canaan according to the Word of the Lord; 
He had feen the Promiſe of a Son miraculouſly 
fulfill'd in the Birth of Jſaac, when he was an 
hundred Years of Age, and Sarah his Wife above 
ninety; The Judgments upon Sodom, and Go- 
morrah came to pals, as they were foretold him; 
wonderful was his Victory, with only the Ser- 
vants of his own Houſhold, over the Four Kings, 
who had taken Priſoner Lot, his Brother's Son; 
that he was the peculiar Care of Providence, 
was obſerved by Ahimeleck King of Gerar, and 
Melchiſedeck King of Salem: All which place it 
beyond Diſpute, that the Hand of the Lord was 
with him, and that theſe Revelations came from 
the moſt High. 

In the ſame brief Manner with the former, 
is this Command to offer up Jſaac related to us: 
Tis faid, That it came to paſs after theſe Things, 
that God did tempt Abraham, and ſaid unto him, 
Abraham. And he ſaid, behold here am IJ. And He 


| ſaid, take now thy Son, thine only Son Iſaac, whom 
- thou loveſt, and get thee into the Land of Moriah, 


and offer him there for a burnt Offering upon one of 
the Mountams,that I ſhall tell thee of. Gen. XXII. 12. 

As there is no Mention made of any Diffe- 
rence in the Evidences of this with the Preced- 


ing Revelations; every candid and ſincere En- 
Tres quirer 


. 22 
quirer maſt conclude that This was communi- 
cated to him in the ſame Manner: and then as 
he had a moral Certainty, from whom They 
came; it follows, that he had the ſame Certain- 
ty for the Divinity of this Command; and ſince 
this Injunction might, for ought any Man could 
judge, be the Will of the Deity: I infer, that 
the concurring Circamſtances of this with the 
foregoing Revelations, would juſtify Abraham's 


Conduct in the Sight of God, and recommend 


his Obedience to Mankind. From all which it 
appears, that as far as we can judge from the in- 
ſpired Hiſtory, he had all reaſonable Aſſurance, 
that the Command to offer up his Son was Di- 
vine. . 

The firſt Obſervation, I ſhall make from this 
Diſcourſe, is, That the great Excellency of 
Abraham's Faith conſiſted in a fixed and ftedfaft 
Perſwaſion of God's Power and Juſtice to raiſe 
his Son from the Dead. 

The State of Mankind in the Patriarchs Days 


was far different from the preſent ; Revelation 


hath diſcover d to us the Reſurrection of the 
Body; its Doctrine hath been fully canvaſs d, 
and univerſally receiv d; but twas not ſo in the 
days of Abraham, the Reſurrection of the Body 
had then probably never entered into the Heart 
of Man. Te 

The Arbitrary Power of a Parent over the 
Lives of his Children hath been long ſince ex- 
ploded, and condemn'd ; but in thoſe early Ages, 
the Maſters of Family's in Chaldea, Canaan, and 
Ezypt exerciſed this Power over their Sons; and 


this 


a] 


this was countenanc'd by their Civil Inſtitations: 


I mention not this, as if Cuſtom gave any San- 
ction to this Practice; and Abraham, who was 
renownd for his Wiſdom through the Eaſt, muſt 


know that this Authority was uſurp'd, and that 


the Laws of his Country tolerated what Nature, 
and Reaſon proteſted againſt ; but this naturally 


led him to reflect upon the Difference between 


Human and Divine Authority; where he muſt 
ſoon perceive that God was our Father, and our 
Governour, in a much more exalted Senſe than 
Man could be; and that Deference, which is 


due to the general Opinion of Mankind, no 
doubt admoniſh'd him to be cautious, how he 


receded too far from their Judgments, and denied 
that to God, which was claim d by his Brethren: 
being neither driven by popular Applauſe, nor 


carried away with an impetuous Torrent of 


Contradiction, but an ingenuous Deſire of Truth 
being his Pilot, he ſteer d between thoſe Ex- 
tremes, and ſafely arriy'd at the Knowledge of 
his Duty. The Conſideration of Infinite Power, 


and the careful Correction of the common Er- 


rour of his Country- men naturally prevail d 
with him to allow that to his Creator, which 
he could not to his Fellow Creatures; ſo that 


Obſtacle probably was ſoon Remov d. But the 


greateſt Difficulty ſeems to turn upon the Re- 
conciliation of the Death of Iſaac with a fore- 
going Promiſe, that in him his Seed ſhould be called: 
Here of himſelf he muſt have ſtarted the Thought 
of a Reſurrection of the Dead, examin d its 


Poſſibility, and after all this, muſt have relied = _ 
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God's Juſtice to do that, which he had only found 
was poſſible to reconcile them: his Faith there- 
fore appears moſt eminent from his diligent 
Reſearches for Means to ſatisfy himſelf, how 
this Promiſe might be made conſiſtent with this 
Command, and in His arguing himſelf into a 
deep Senſe of God's infinite Veracity, and a ſted- 
faſt Perſwaſion of His performing, what He had 
promiſed. 

We may ſuppoſe him thus Reaſoning with 
himſelf. 
Though Mankind may falſely claim a Po- 


wer over the Lives of their Children; yet He, 


who is the Creator, and Governour of the Uni- 
verſe, muſt be inveſted with it; and as He is in 


the ſtricteſt Senſe our Father, tis evident there 


is no Inconſiſtency ariſing from this Relation, and 


therefore the Natural Father may be ſubſtituted 


by Providence to execute His Will upon the Son. 


But how can this Command be reconciled with 


His Word, by which He promiſed me, that from 


Iſaac He would raiſe a Great and Mighty Na- 


tion? if this claſhes with His Juſtice, This ſingle 
Proof againſt it muſt far out-weigh all its ex- 
ternal Evidences: if my Son now dies, he leaves 


no Iſſue; and can he return from the Grave? 
that a Body be reunited to the Soul, and reſto- 
red to the Land of the Living requires a Power 


beyond Thought. But hold 1 Though Iſaac 


cannot do this for himſelf, cannot God do it for 
him? in the Structure of this World, He hath - 


exemplified Power greater than what we can 


comprehend; He who hath controul'd the com- 
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mon Laws of Nature, and given me a Son at 
theſe Years, can again controul thoſe Laws, and 
breath in his Noſtrils the Breath of Life: This 
then is not impoſſible with God; tis plain He 
can do it; but ſtill Another Doubt breaks in up- 
on me, how know I that He will do it? not the 
leaſt Hint hath he given me of this; Oer up thy 
Son, thy Only Son Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, was His 
ſtrict Command, without any ſubſequent Re- 
ſerve, without one Word of reſtoring him to 
Life: why did He aggravate His heavy Charge 


with that bitter Sentence, Thy only Son Iſaac 


whom thou loveſt? thoſe Words pierc d my Heart, 
I feel the Power of Nature within me, and its 


Link drawing me to diſobey it: How unlike is 


this to His former Revelations? with what won- 
derful Condeſcenſion and Complacency was He 


wont to converſe with me? Have I diſoblig d 


Him, that He ſhould now ſo ſternly frown upon 
me? doth He ſee that I ſhall? but then, why 


did He not ſee it ſooner? or doth He mean to 


try my Obedience, and Duty to Him? But how 
hard is this Trial! to what ſad Extremity am I 
reduced, either to loſe my Son, or part with my 
Integrity! Oh! might I die in his ſtead ! would 
God accept of my Life for his, how chearfully 
would 1 refign it! how readily ſhould theſe 
> Hands pay down this Ranſom for him! But 
alaſs! This is not permitted! I muſt offer up 
my Son, or an Ungrateful Mind; Ungrateful 
to Him, Who never fail d in His Goodneſs to 
me: He out of His pure good Will ſingled me 
out from the whole Race of Mankind, for the 
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of all other Means, His Providence was my 
Guide ; upheld by His Right Hand, have 1 been 
crown d with the choiceſt of His Bleſſings; and 
ſhall I reſpe& the Gifts, more than the Giver, 


and wreſt theſe Motives of Obedience to the l 


Means of Ingratitude? Can I thus reproach my 
Maker, and upbraid Him for His abundant Mer- 
cy towards me? Is this the Pledge of my Obe- 


dience? Is this the Recompence of a Generous 


Mind? He deſerves no ſuch Returns; and far 
be ſuch Returns from me; Faithful haye I found 


him, on his Promiſe therefore will I ref, This 
ſhall be the Anchor of my Soul: One Way have 
I diſcoyer'd, how His Promiſe may be reconciled 
with this Command; poſſibly there may be more; 


but by This am I ſatisfied that there is no Repu- 


gnancy between them: tis enough for me to 


know that His Juſtice can, and will find means, 
in what Manner concerns me not; all farther 


Reyelation would haye argued the Weakneſs of 4 


my Faith; my ready Submiſſion therefore to 
His Will ſhall vindicate the Juſtneſs of His Pro- 
ceedings, and in my Obedience will I declare 
that His Word is ſufficient for me. As for 1ſaac, 
That Goodneſs, which in ſuch a wonderful 
Manner call d him forth into Being, hath ſome 
great End to ſerve in this Command; ſome high 
important Meſſage may be deliver d to him in 


the other World, for the Benefit of that Na- 


tion, which is to ſpring from his Loyns; this 
it may be; ſome Good no doubt it will be, 
for tis the Lord that gave, and that taketh 
away 


peculiar Object of His Favour; when deſtitute 
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away, and bleſſed be the Name of the Lo xp. 
With ſome ſuch like Reflections as theſe, we may 


ſuppoſe Abraham paſs d that Part of three Days, 


from his receiving this Command, to his Arrival at 


the Mountain, where he was to offer up his Son. 


From a ſolemn Contemplation of Goss Attri- 
bures, he ſuppreſs d the Tumult of his Paſſions, 


and ſilenc d their Importunities, to liſten to the 
Advice of his Underſtanding, which wrought 
in him a true Conviction of Infinite Juſtice : 
He, as St. Paul elegantly expreſſeth it, againſt 
Hape from all natural Things, or from any Con- 
currence in ſecondary Cauſes, believed in Hope 
of Gops Almighty Power; and therefore the 
Apoſtle very juſtly aſcribeth the great Virtue of 
his Faith to his Accounting, or Reaſoning, that 
GOD was able to raiſe up Iſaac from the Dead, from 


Whom he had receiv d him in a Figure. 


Another Uſe that I ſhall make of this Diſ- 
courſe is a Vindication of that Command, which 
was deliver d by Moſes, to the Children of IJſrael, 


to deſtroy theInhabitants of the Land of Canaan, 


As Gop might have juſt Reaſons to extir- 


pate that People by the Iſraelites; and as they 


had unqueſtionable Credentials of his Commiſ- 


ſion who delivered to them this Command; it 
becomes a Parallel Caſe with this of Abraham's, 
and therefore their Submiſſion to it was likewiſe 
very juſt and reaſonable. 


Tis told us in Scripture, that in the Days of 
Abraham, G op forbore to root out the Amorztes 
from the Land of Canaan, becauſe their Sins were 


nat yet full; from which we may gather, that their 
D 2 Ful- 
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Fulneſs determin'd Him to deſtroy them: And 


if an Earthly Prince can authorize his Subjects 


to cut off thoſe Enemies, that annoy his Terri- 
tories; how much more can He, who is the Al- 
mighty Sovereign of Heaven and Earth, ſend 
forth His Armies againſt thoſe, who are Rebels 
to His Laws, and conſpire againſt His Govern- 
ment? To raiſe in the {ſraelites an Abhorrence 
of the groſs Idolatrys of the Heathen, to extir- 
pate thoſe Abominations together with their 
Followers, to ſhew to His People His Indigna- 
tion againſtSin,and prevent them from being the 


Objects of His Wrath might be juſt Reaſons, 
why He appointed them to be the Executioners 


of it: ſince all we find was little enough to guard 


them from the Infection of Sin, and from lea» 
ving His Righteous Altar, to adore the Gods 
they had vanquiſh d. IST IA 

If then there were ſufficient Teſtimonies to 


convince them that this Command came from 


God, they had a ſatisfactory Proof of their Ob- 
ligation to comply with it; and that they had 
ſuch Teſtimonies is evident from their Delive- 
rance from the Zeyptian Bondage. GOD work d 
many Signs and Wonders by His Servant Moſes; 


by him He bow'd the ſtubborn Heart of Pharoab, 


and compell d him to let fraz! go out of his 
Land; by him He made the Sea dry Land for 
their Paſſage, and turn d it's Waves againſt their 


Purſuers; by him He delivered to them their 


Religious and Civil Rites, ordain'd them Laws, 
Judgments, and Statutes; by him He fed them 
with the Bread of Heaven, made Water ſpring 
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from the ſtony Rocks, and gave many other in- 
fallible Proofs, that Moſes was His faithful Mi- 


niſter, Now by him did Gos ſend them His 


Command, that they ſhould utterly deſtroy the ſeven 
Nations that dwelt in the Land of Canaan, that they 


Should make no Covenant with them, nor ſbem Mercy 


unto them, Deut. VII. 2. Every preceding Mi- 
racle by the Hand of Moſes, as it ſhew'd his In- 
tercourſe with the Almighty, and his Faithful- 
neſs ſuch as Go p could truſt, muſt teſtify his 
Integrity to the Iſraelites, and recommend him 
to their Confidence likewiſe. The ſame Argu- 
ments therefore, which juſtify Abraham's Obe- 
dience in the Sacrifice of his Son, juſtify Sub- 


miſſion to this Command, and vindicate the Di- 


vine Juſtice in puniſhing the Children of 1ſraet 
for their partial Compliance with it. 


Remarks 
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REMARKS pon Mr. CHUBB's 
Caſe of Abraham. 


R. Chubb in his Treatiſe upon the Caſe of 
Abraham lays down this Suppoſition (ei- 
ther as what hath been already proved, or as a 
ſelf eyident Truth) That there was no Circum- 
ſtance that could render it fit that Iſaac ſhould 
die; and conſequently it muſt be right and pro- 
per, that Abraham ſhould guard and ſecure that 
Life, which he had been the Means of introdu- 
eing. As I have already conſidered this Propo- 
fition, and ſhewn there might be Circumſtances, 
which might render it proper that Iſaacs Life 
ſhould be taken from him; it will be neceſſary 
only to examine what He hath adyanced in his 
former Tracts to ſupport this Suppoſition, and 
Jhew that it ſtands in his Caſe of Abraham with- 
.out any Proof, and that his whole Treatiſe reſts 
entirely upon it, The only Part, that I can find, 
"which hath the leaſt Shadow of an Argument 
for it, is in his & 8 to his Previous Quęſtion. 
P. 227. His Wor 
«of Abraham, I think with Submiſſion, That 
ce the Thing commanded was in it ſelf morally un- 


c fit: And that Go p gave the Command not with 
an 


s are theſe. As to the Caſe 
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cc an Intent, that it ſhould be obey d; But that 
& He might take an Occaſion from it to ſhew to 


& Abraham, and to all his Poſterity, the Unfit- 


& neſs of all human Sacrifices. And that this was 


c the Caſe is, I think, evident from the Event; 
«for as the Command was given to Abraham, 
«to be a Tryal of his Integrity, ſo when that 


«End was anſwer d, and Abraham had ſhewn a 


ci fteady Reſolution, that he would deny him- 
cc ſelf in ſo ſignal an Inſtance, rather than neg- 
cc ect to do what he judged to be his Duty, then 
«Gop recall d the Command, and thereby teſti- 


< fied His Diſlike, and ſhewd the Unfitneſs of all 


« {ach Practices, 


Here it is imagined to be evident from the 


Event, 


I. That the Thing Commanded was in it ſelf 
morally unit. | 


II. That Gop took hence an Cha to 3 


ſhew to Abraham, and all his Poſterity, the Un- 
fitneſs of all human Sacrifices. 


In this Paſſage likewiſe tis imply d, That 5 
Gop can give a Command, when the Thing 


commanded is morally unfit. 
1 muſt beg leave to remark; That a Thing 


may be unfit to be the Subject of a Command in 


its own Nature, 


Or It may be unfit to be commanded in ſome 
Circumſtances or Seaſons. 


Or It may be commanded, and there may be 


Circumſtances, wherein it may be im r to 
ſuffer it to be executed, * 


he Wu 


WW Www ir 


Juſtice. 


E 
The Firſt is abſolute, the Others Relative: 
What is in its Nature morally unfit, is at all 
Times equally the ſame, and cannot be ſuppo- 
ſed to be the Subject even of infinite Power and 
What are Relatively unfit, are only ſo at par- 
ticular Seaſons; and therefore in thoſe Seaſons 


will be improper, when at others they may be 


proper. 

If Mr. Chubb means that the Thing command- 
ed Abraham was morally unfit in the laſt Senſe, 
(v3z.) that twas not convenient it ſhould be per- 
mitted to be executed, this indeed is evident 
from the Event; becauſe we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that if it had been convenient, it would 


not have been prevented: but then This makes 


nothing for his Suppoſition in his Caſe of Abraham; 


for this is Arguing rather from the Accidents, 


than the Subſtance of the Command; and im- 
plys that there may ariſe Circumſtances, where- 
in it may be expedient, as well as thoſe, wherein 
it may be inexpedient : whereas Mr. Chubb ſup- 
poles that there could not be any Circumſtance 
which could render it proper, that Abraham 


ſhould take away the Life of Iſaac: And it is an 


impoſſible Suppoſition to make that to be com- 
manded by the Deity, which cannot poſſibly be 
proper to be obeyed. 8 

If Mr. Chubb means that the Thing command- 
ed was in its Nature morally unfit; and this 
ſeems to be his Meaning, by conſidering the 
Thing commanded in it ſelf, abſtracted from 
its Circumſtances; and by infering from it, = 
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Unlawfulneſs of all human Sacrifices, and alſo 


from the preceding Paſſage ; then it will by no 
means follow, that this Unfitneſs is evident from 


the Event: Nay farther, The Giving of a Com- 
mand proves the Thing Commanded to be in 


its Nature morally fit; for He, who enjoyns any 
Thing, claims an Authority, as well oyer the 
Thing, as the Perſon enjoyn d: to ſuppoſe there- 


fore the Subject of a Divine Command to be 
morally evil, is making Gop uſurp Power, and, 


in Mr. Woolaſton's Style, is charging Him with a 
Falſity, and repreſenting Him aſſerting that to 


be His, which is not: Whilſt the Recalling a 


Command may be owing to Circumſtances, which 


may occur before the Time aſſigned for its Exe- 


cution. Should a King ſend his Orders to his Ge- 


neral to march at an appointed Time againſt his 
Enemies; in the mean while ſhould theſe make 
their Overtures for Peace, on Terms of Reſtitu- 
tion for Injuries offered, and the King ſhould 

recall his Orders; it is evident that the Thing 


commanded was not inits Nature morally unfit, 
and that intermediate Circumſtances gave Occa- 
ſion for countermanding the General. 

If it be objected that ſuch a Conduct in Men 
may be very prudent, and juſtifiable, becauſe 
intervening Accidents, which they cannot poſ- 
ſibly foreſee, may be a juſt Reaſon for changing 
their Meaſures; But an Infinite Being, Who 


foreſees all Events, cannot be ſuppoſed to give 
any Command, which there ſhall be Occafion af- 
terwards to recall: 1 anſwer that this is not al- 


ways the Caſe; Reaſons for recalling a Com- 
* | | mand 
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mand ſometimes ariſe from the natural Conſe- 

quences of giving it; and there is frequently a 
great Difference between the entire Abſence of 
a Command, and the giving and recalling it: 


1er Inſtance, Gos ſent His Prophet Jonah to ac- 


9d 


quaint the Ninevites, that within forty Days 
their City ſhould be deſtroyed: this Meſſage 
brought them to Prayer, and Faſting, and a 
ſincere Contrition for their Sins; by which the 


Anger of the LORD was averted, and He re- 


called His Command : now had there been no 


Command, the Ninevites probably had not repen- 


ted; for this ſeem d purely the Effect of Fonahs 
Meſlage, and was what prevented its Execution. 

In like Manner, as Gop's chief Purpoſe, in ap- 
pointing Abraham to offer up his Son, was to 
ſet before us an Example of his Faith; and as 
Abraham's Intention was clearly diſcoverd, and 


the End Anſwered before the actual Sacrifice of 


Tſaac ; there was then no Occaſion for it, and 
this might be a ſufficient Reaſon for Gop's pre- 
venting it; from which 'tis evident that it can- 
not be inferr'd, that the Thing commanded was 


in its Nature morally unfit, from its being re- 


call d; but what may be fit and neceſſary to be 
commanded at one Time, may be as fit and ne- 
ceſſary to be recalled at another. | 
The Other Inference, which Mr. Chubb ſup- 
ſes to be evident from the Event is, that Gop 
thereby took an Occaſion to ſhew to Abraham, and to 
all his Poſterity, the Unfitneſs of all human Sacrifi- 
ces. And this is as inconcluſive as the former: 


very remarkable are the Words, which Gop 
| E 2 ſpoke 
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ſpoke to Abraham, when He called to him out 


of Heaven, as he was about to offer up his Son: 


Lay not, ſays He, thy Hand upon the Lad, neither 


do thou any Thing unto him, for now I know that 


thou feareſt GOD, ſeeing thou haſt not withheld 
thy Son, thine only Son from me: And again; B 
My Self have I ſworn, ſaith the LORD, becauſe thou 


haſt done thu Thing and haſt not withheld thy Son, 


thine only Son: that in Bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and 
in Multiplying, I will multiply thy Seed, as the Stars 
of the Heaven; and as the Sand that is upon the Sea- 
ſhore, and thy Seed ſhall poſſeſs the Gate of hu Ene- 


mies, and in thy Seed ſhall all Nations of the Earth 


be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt obeyed My Voice. 


Gen. XXII. 12, 16, 17, 18. 


Here is declared the higheſt Approbation of 
Abraham's Obedience, and a free Acceptance of 


his Intention; but not any Intimation that what 
he intended was ill, nor the leaſt Rebuke for the 


Incorrectneſs of his Judgment: How then could 


any Occaſion be taken from hence to ſhew the 
Unfitneſs of human Sacrifices, when the greateſt 
Bleſſings are promiſed for the Attempt of ſuch 
a Sacrifice, and where the Attempt is eſteem d 
as the Act? for the Expreſſion is, becauſe thou haſt 
done thu Thing: and in this Senſe is St. Fames to 
be underſtood, when he ſaith; was not Abraham 
our Father juſtified by Works, when he had offer d 
Iſaac hu Son upon the Altar? James II. 21. 

Had there been any Deſign to ſhew the Un- 
fitneſs of the Action, is it not probable that 


ſome Reprehenſion of Abraham's Error in not 


diſcovering its Unfitneſs, would here have been 
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declared to him? but ſince the Act and the In- 


_ tention in this Caſe are the ſame ; what Praiſes 
are beſtow d upon This, muſt extend to the 
Other: though the Bible, as Mr. Chubb oblerves, 


may make no Mention of the Goodneſs of — 5 
Judgment, or the Fuſtneſs of his Reaſoning ; or whe- 
ther Abraham had, or bad not any rational Satiſ- 
Faction that the Command was divine, or the Action 
fit or unfit; yet as his Intention and Faith were 
the Offspring of his Judgment, and his Reaſon- 
ing, the Commendation of the former ſuppoſe 
the Goodneſs and Juftneſs of the latter; and 'tis 


the ſame which ſoever are mention d, fince what 


Direction of his Underſtanding, might miſlead 


is faid of Either is equally applicable to Both: 
neither can I think that tis any high ſtrain d 
Complement to Chriftianity, or a too indulgent 


| Conceſſion to the Sacred Writings, to ſuppoſe 


thoſe Perſons, who are there eminently applau- 
ded, and of whoſe Judgments there is an entire 
Silence, to act from juſt and rational Principles: 
therefore the moſt natural Concluſion is, that 
as Gop commanded Abraham to offer up his 
Son, and rewarded his Obedience with ſuch ex- 
traordinary Favours, He took from thence an 
Occaſion to ſhew to him and his Poſterity the 
Fitneſs of all ſuch Sacrifices, when He Himſelf 


- requir d them. | 


At the End of this Caſe of Abraham, Mr. Chubb 
adds another Inference as wide as the foregoing. 
EI here add, ſays he, that the Command might 
«be given in Order to convince Abraham, that even 
«his Honeſty and Integrity, when not under the 


him 
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him in the Conducting of his Actions, of which, 


*to Appearance at leaſt, this was an Inſtance. 
To give the higheſt Commendation for his 


Intention, and the greateſt Promiſes for his Obe- 


dience is a very odd Way of convincing him that 
his Intention was ill grounded; and it ſeems to 
derogate from Infinite Wiſdom ſo highly to ap- 
plaud and recommend to the World an Act of 
Obedience, which flow'd from Ignorance and 
Weakneſs of judgment; ſince the greateſt Part 
of Mankind could never diftinguiſh between 
good, and evil Principles thus blended together : 
and as there might be other Ends in _—_— 


this Command (which Mr. Chubb, before he had 


been ſo fruitful in his Conſequences, ſhould 


have provd that 'twas impoſſible there ſhould 


be) if Gop had purpoſed to reprehend his Er- 
rour, it ſeems abſolutely neceſſary to have ſpe- 
_cified This to him. When we are aſſured that 
Gop gives us a Command, it ſeems to be above 
the ordinary Pitch of human Underſtanding to 
diſcover the Unfitneſs of Obedience; if there- 
fore the Weakneſs, or Neglect of our ſudgment 


is in this Caſe to be reprehended, it ſeems ne- _ 
ceſſary, that we ſhould in a very expreſs and par- 
ticular Manner be inform d of our Miſtake, and 


plainly taught by what means we might correct 


it for the future: if indeed an Errour be ſo ob- 


vious, as at firſt Sight to be eafily diſcoverd, 
a ſmall Hint may turn us to perceive it; but 
when the Mind is not ſtrong enough to diſcern 
the Fault, there ſome extraordinary Pains muſt 
be taken to clear our Underſtanding, and lay 
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it open to our View. Since then there was no plain 
Rebuke given to Abraham for any Remiſſneſs in 
his Judgment, but on the contrary the greateſt 


Commendation for his Readineſs to perform 


what Go required from him, what could he 
conclude, but that there were other Reaſons for 


Gops recalling this Command? 3 
I Abraham was able to diſcover its moral Un- 


fitneſs, as Mr. Chubb ſuppoſes, by infering that 


Goo deſign d to convince him, that his Honeſty 


and Integrity, when not under the Direction of 
his Underſtanding, might miſlead him; then as 


he might have inform'd himſelf that this ought 


not to be obey d, his whole Conduct in this At- 


fair becomes criminal; and his Honeſty and In- 
tegrity, on which he lays the Streſs of his Vir- 
tue, dwindles into a blind Zeal, and an enthu- 


_ faaſtick Superſtition. 


Mr. Chabb in his Supplement to his Previous 
Queſtion p. 228. aſſerts ; if Abraham had ſacri- 


*ficed his Son in Obedience to the Divine Com- 
4 mand (which, as I obſerv d above, Gov never 


intended he ſhould, but on the contrary, by 
<ſhewing His diſlike of all ſuch Practices) In 
«ſuch a Caſe, though the Simplicity, Honeſty, 
«and Integrity- of Abraham would have been 
© commendable, yet the Action it ſelf would have 
“been abominable, both in the Eyes of Gop, and 
« Man; as it was an Inſtance of Cruelty, for a 
« Father to imbrue his Hands in the Blood of his 


<«Son, when that Son had not done any Thing 


tc which made him forfeit his Title to his Fa- 


c ther's Protection, much leſs to forfeit his Life 
an 


i 


cc and as it beſpoke the Being, to whom the ſa- 
cc crifice was offer d, to be of an evil Diſpoſition; 
« becauſe the Action ſuppoſes that He either de- 
« lighted in, or that His Reſentment was remov d 


« by ſuch an Inſtance of Barbarit. ; 

1 cite not this Paſſage for any Argument that 
is adyanced towards proving, that there could 
be no Reaſon why Gop ſhould require the Life 
of Iſaac by the Hands of Abraham, for here He 
only ſuppoſes, that there was none; but for an 
Inſtance of his Opinion, that though the Action 


it ſelf would have been abominable, yet Abra- 


ham's Honeſty and Integrity was commendable. 


And in His Caſe of Abraham p. 245. he ſpeaks to 


the ſame Purpoſe. But 'tis hard: to conceive; 
how Abraham's ſteddy Reſolution to do what be 


Judged to be bu Duty in ſuch a trying Inſtance, could 
be any juſt Ground for ſuch, extraordinary Fa- 
vours, if he had not inform d his Judgment to 


the beſt of his Abilitys: ſuch an Errour muſt cer- 
tainly caſt a Shade upon his Virtue; and I believe 


Mr. Chubb will acknowledge that the Defire of 
ſerving God and Religion is not to be juſtified, 


when it vents it {elf in Maſſacres and Perſecu- 
tions. Beſides in the former Paſlage, as He inſi- 
nuates that Abraham was corrected for not ſub- 


mitting his Honeſty and Integrity to the Dire- 


ction of his Underſtanding; He ſeems to be 


guilty of this Inconſiſtency, in making Goo, 


by recalling the Command, to reproye him for 
not rectifying his Judgment, and at the ſame Time 
in an eſpecial Manner to approve of the Reſult 
of that Judgment: Tis not reaſonable to ima- 
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1 gine that Go p ſhould commend ſuch a raſh and 
impetuous Forwardneſs of obeying his Will, 
_ which overſhoots the Knowledge of it, and hur- 


rys us from reflecting upon the proper Mea- 
fares of Obedience; and 1 dare affirm that from 
this his State of Abraham's Caſe, He may vindicate 
all the Inquiſitions, Racks, and Tortures, that 
have ever been practiced for God and Religion's 


Sake; and there is ſo manifeſt a Contradiction 
between a Command of Gov, and its being mo- 


rally unfit; that l can't but think that if the lat- 


ter be ſuppoſed (what ever may be Mr. ChubVs 
Meaning) the natural Conſequence would be, 


that the Whole was a Deluſion upon Abraham. 
Thus have I examin'd all that is neceflary to 


 bepremiz'd in Relation to His Caſe of Abraham; 


for the only Shew of an Argument, that Mr.Chubb 


hath offer d to produce for proving thiszCommand 
to be morally unfit, is this of the Event, in his Sapß- 
lement to hu Previous Queſtion ; how diſſonant to 


Truth that is, I hope 1 have ſufficiently ſhewn. 
In His Caſe of Abraham He begins with beg- 
ging the Queſtion, and takes it for granted, That 
there could be no poſſible Circumſtance, that 
eould render it fit or reaſonable for-Gop to re- 
quire 1ſaac's Life, by the Hands of Abraham; the 
contrary of this I have prov'd in the foregoing 
Diſcourſe, and therefore ſhall only farther ſhew 
in Anſwer to his Caſe, that this is his Suppoſition, 
andWhoever is appriz'd of it, will readily ſee, that 
the enſuing Part is only a Conſequence from it. 
Abraham, ſays he, ſtood to Iſaac in the Rela- 
«tion of a Father, that is, He voluntarily —_ 
were” LR «the 
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« the Inſtrument of bringing Iſaac into Being, 
„ and from hence He became naturally oblig d to 
c guard and protect that Life, which He had by 
<a ͤ voluntary Act been the Inſtrument of intro- 
ce ducing: for as Life to Iſaac was a natural Good, 
ce ſo it muſt be right and fit, that every Perſon, but 
© more eſpecially He, Who introduced it, ſhould 
« guard and ſecure that Good to him; Provided, 
<« Iſaac did nothing to forfeit his Title to Life, 
© and conſequently. his Title to that Protection, 
ce and whilſt no Circumſtance attended his Caſe, 
« which might render his Life injurious to the 


“ common Happineſs, or any other Way render © | 5 


ce 1t fit that he ſhould die. N | | 

This, ſays he, L take to be a ſelf evident Propo- 
fition; and this I readily allow to be ſo; but 
then I muſt beg Leave to deny that this was Iſaacs 
Caſe; neither doth it by any means appear that 
it was abſolutely impoſſible that there could be 


Circumſtances, which might render it fit that A 


Iſaac ſhould die; however this is Mr. Chubb's Sup- 
__ Poſition, and let it be remarked, that he deſcribes 

the Obligation of a Father to protect the Life 
of his Son, in a limited Senſe, viz, when there 1s 
no Reaſon that he ſhould die; when therefore he 

repeats this Obligation, tis to be underſtood in 

this Senſe ; and this Caution is the more neceſſa- 

Ty, bgcauſe a ſuperficial or inattentive Reader 
will be apt to take this Obligation, when it ſtands 
by. it ſelf, as it ſometimes doth, in a general 
Senſe, when it hath only a particular One; for 
which Reaſon I ſhall add this Condition to it, 
where it occurs in thoſe few Paſſages that I ſhall 
quote from him. « By 
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iy natural Obligation, ſays he, I mean, that 
kit was right and fit in the Nature of the 5 
4 


<thatfraham ſhould guard and protect the Lit 

eo Taac, as aforeſaid ; which Obligation, as tis 
*founded in Nature, ſo tis independent of, and 
*antecedent to any Divine Command; yea tis 
*antecedent to the Conſideration of a Deity, be- 


| cauſe it muſt and would be the ſame, if there 
was no ſuch Thing as a Deity. 


Here tis manifeſt that he oppoſes the Divine 


Command to this Obligation in a limited Senſe, 
which iscarrying on that ſuppoſition. He proceeds, 
No if this be the Caſe, then I think it will 
c unavoidably follow, that no ſubſequent Divine 


“Command can poſſibly cancel, or take off the 
*aforeſaid natural Obligation, it being a mani- 


l feſt Abſurdity and Contradiction in Terms, to 
A ſay that a Natural Obligation ariſes from, or 
eee is deſtroyed by a Divine Command; for if it de- 
e pends upon a Divine Command; it is not natu- 
"'Eral, in the Senſe I here uſe that Term; and if 
the Divine Command could not make void the 
* natural Obligation, which Abraham was under 

(to proteft hy Son's Life, whilſt there was no poſſible 
Circumſtance that could render it fit that be ſhould 


die:] then I think it will follow, that the giving 


4 ſuch a Command with an Intent that it ſhould 


be obeyd muſt be wrong, and conſequently 


that Obedience to ſuch a Command muſt be 
<ywrong alſo, but Go p did not intend that the 
e Command given to Abraham ſhould be obeyed, 


«as is evident by his recalling it; this I take to 


abe the State of the Caſe ,. 
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Las re he 1 he that 5 is not os JT: 8 
Attempt made towards proving it; ſo that by TE 7 
nyipg this Suppoſit ion, his whole Reaſonin g 
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that Gop hath Power overthe Lite of Man at an 

Age, and may have Reaſon to exert char "de. 
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